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character; she had something childlike in her bearing; the movements necessary in playing were unaffected and light,
41 After finishing the sonata she stepped to the end of the piano in front of me; we greeted each other without further ado, for a quartet had already begun. At the close of it I stepped somewhat nearer to her and made a few complaisant remarks about the -pleasure I felt that the beginning of our acquaintance had also included an introduction to her talent. She knew how to return the compliment very politely, retained her position and 1 mine. 1 could see that she was looking at me attentively and that I was being observed in a, peculiar way by the company, which I could very well put up with, inasmuch as I myself had something very beautiful to look at. Meanwhile we scrutinised each other, and 1 will not deny that I seemed to feel an attraction of tin* teuderest kind. The moving about of the company and the music hindered, however, any closer acquaintance that evening. But 1 must confess to my agreeable sensations, when, at parting, the mother gave me to understand that they hoped to see me again soon, and the daughter seemed to second the request with a certain friendliness/'
Goethe did not fail to respond to the invitation, and before he was fully aware a strong liking for Lili had taken possession of his heart. Lili, in turn, felt the magic charm of the poHAs personality. It was not, however, the first time that she had made* a conquest and. been courted. Quite early in life admirers, half in admiration and half from calculation, had gathered about this lovely blond daughter of a rich family, and she had been pleased with their gallantries as with a pretty game. But in the moment when Goethe approached her a deep passion awoke in her heart, that at once lifted her whole being above her former toying nonchalance. She rhmg to the great personality of her lover with tender devotion. What he communicated to her in the way of higher culture, character, seriousness, and worldly wisdom she g'ladly received, and in the soil of